Claims 



1. A computer program product, comprising: 

a computer readable medium storing computer program instructions for a 
computer program that facilitates editing of a motion picture using motion video data on 
a computer, wherein the computer program, when executed by a computer provides a 
graphical user interface, comprising: 

a viewer window on a display for the computer for viewing motion video data; 

a timeline region on the display and nonoverlapping with the viewer window for 
displaying a timeline representing selections of the motion video data in a temporal order 
that specifies the motion picture; 

a plurality of selectable, mutually exclusive, interfaces on the display, wherein 
each selectable interface is selected by user selection of one of a set of graphical elements 
associated with the selectable interfaces, wherein each of the selectable interfaces, when 
selected, displays information in a region that is nonoverlapping with the viewer window 
and with the timeline region, wherein the displayed information is hidden by information 
displayed when another of the selectable interfaces is selected, the selectable interfaces 
comprising: 

an interface for allowing a user to select a clip corresponding to motion 
video data stored on the computer for placement on the timeline; 

an effect interface for allowing a user to specify an effect for placement on 
the timeline; and 

wherein playback of the motion picture represented by the timeline is viewed in 
the viewer window and is initiated by user selection of a graphical element indicative of a 
playback operation; 

wherein size and position of the viewer window is substantially unchanged by 
selection of one of the selectable interfaces; and 

wherein size and position of the timeline region is substantially unchanged by 
selection of one of the selectable interfaces. 
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2. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the selectable interfaces further 
comprises a title interface for allowing a user to specify a title for placement on the 
timeline. 

3. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the graphical user interface further 
comprising: 

an export graphical element selectable by a user, wherein an export of the motion 
picture into a selected one of a plurality of output formats is initiated by user selection of 
the export graphical element. 

4. The computer program product of claim 3, wherein the motion picture is displayed in 
the viewer window during export. 

5. The computer program product of claim 4, wherein size and position of the viewer 
window is substantially unchanged by user selection of the export graphical element. 

6. The computer program product of claim 1, further comprising: 

a capture graphical element selectable by a user, wherein capture of motion video 
information into data files for use in editing the motion picture is initiated by user 
selection of the capture graphical element. 

7. The computer program product of claim 6, wherein the motion picture is displayed in 
the viewer window during capture. 

8. The computer program product of claim 7, wherein size and position of the viewer 
window is substantially unchanged by selection of the capture graphical element. 

9. The computer program product of claim 2, further comprising: 

a capture graphical element selectable by a user, wherein capture of motion video 
information into data files for use in editing the motion picture is initiated by user 
selection of the capture graphical element. 



10. The computer program product of claim 9, wherein the motion picture is displayed in 
the viewer window during capture. 

1 1. The computer program product of claim 10, wherein size and position of the viewer 
window is substantially unchanged by selection of the capture graphical element. 

12. The computer program product of claim 3, further comprising: 

a capture graphical element selectable by a user, wherein capture of motion video 
information into data files for use in editing the motion picture is initiated by user 
selection of the capture graphical element. 

13. The computer program product of claim 12, wherein the motion picture is displayed 
in the viewer window during capture. 

14. The computer program product of claim 13, wherein size and position of the viewer 
window is substantially unchanged by selection of the capture graphical element. 

15. The computer program product of claim 4, further comprising: 

a capture graphical element selectable by a user, wherein capture of motion video 
information into data files for use in editing the motion picture is initiated by user 
selection of the capture graphical element. 

16. The computer program product of claim 15, wherein the motion picture is displayed 
in the viewer window during capture. 

17. The computer program product of claim 16, wherein size and position of the viewer 
window is substantially unchanged by selection of the capture graphical element. 



1 8. The computer program product of claim 5, further comprising: 
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a capture graphical element selectable by a user, wherein capture of motion video 
information into data files for use in editing the motion picture is initiated by user 
selection of the capture graphical element. 

19. The computer program product of claim 18, wherein the motion picture is displayed 
in the viewer window during capture. 

20. The computer program product of claim 19, wherein size and position of the viewer 
window is substantially unchanged by selection of the capture graphical element. 

2 1 . The computer program product of claim 1 , wherein the viewer window is displayed 
in the display vertically adjacent to the timeline. 

22. The computer program product of claim 21, wherein the region for displaying 
information in the alternatively selectable interfaces in the display is vertically adjacent to 
the timeline. 

23. The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the region for displaying 
information in the alternatively selectable interfaces in the display is horizontally 
adjacent to the viewer window. 

24. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the region for displaying 
information in the alternatively selectable interfaces in the display is vertically adjacent to 
the timeline. 

25. The computer program product of claim 24, wherein the region for displaying 
information in the alternatively selectable interfaces in the display is horizontally 
adjacent to the viewer window. 
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26. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the region for displaying 
information in the alternatively selectable interfaces in the display is horizontally 
adjacent to the viewer window. 

27. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the graphical elements associated 
with the selectable interfaces have an order in the display that directs the user through 
editing steps. 

28. The computer program product of claim 2, wherein the graphical elements associated 
with the selectable interfaces have an order in the display that directs the user through 
editing steps. 

29. The computer program product of claim 1 , wherein the timeline includes 
representations of clips of video, wherein each clip has a duration on the timeline, and 
wherein the graphical user interface includes trim handles for the user to select an edge of 
a clip and to perform a trim operation by dragging the edge of the clip to a desired trim 
point. 

30. A computer program product, comprising: 

a computer readable medium storing computer program instructions for a 
computer program that facilitates editing of a motion picture using motion video data on 
a computer, wherein the computer program, when executed by a computer provides a 
graphical user interface, comprising: 

a viewer window on a display for the computer for viewing motion video data; 

a timeline region on the display and nonoverlapping with the viewer window for 
displaying a timeline representing selections of the motion video data in a temporal order 
that specifies the motion picture: 

a plurality of alternatively selectable interfaces for displaying information on the 
display, wherein each alternatively selectable interface is associated with a graphical 
element, and wherein the graphical elements for the alternatively selectable elements are 
displayed simultaneously and adjacent to one another on the display, wherein each 
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alternatively selectable interface is selected by user selection of the graphical element 
associated with the selectable interface, wherein each of the alternatively selected 
interfaces, when selected, displays information on the display that is hidden by 
information displayed when another of the alternatively selected interfaces is selected, the 
alternatively selectable interfaces comprising: 

an interface for allowing a user to select a clip corresponding to motion 
video data stored on the computer for placement on the timeline; 

an effect interface for allowing a user to specify an effect for placement on 
the timeline; and 

wherein playback of the motion picture represented by the timeline is viewed in 
the viewer window and is initiated by user selection of a graphical element indicative of a 
playback operation; 

wherein size and position of the viewer window is substantially unchanged by 
selection of one of the selectable interfaces; and 

wherein size and position of the timeline region is substantially unchanged by 
selection of one of the selectable interfaces. 

31. The computer program product of claim 30, wherein the selectable interfaces further 
comprises a title interface for allowing a user to specify a title for placement on the 
timeline. 

32. The computer program product of claim 3 1 , wherein the set of graphical elements 
associated with the alternatively selectable interfaces has an order in the display that 
directs the user through editing steps. 

33. The computer program product of claim 30, wherein the set of graphical elements 
associated with the alternatively selectable interfaces has an order in the display that 
directs the user through editing steps. 



34. The computer program product of claim 30, wherein the viewer window is displayed 
in the display vertically adjacent to the timeline. 
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35. The computer program product of claim 34, wherein the region for displaying 
information in the alternatively selectable interfaces in the display is vertically adjacent to 
the timeline. 

36. The computer program product of claim 35, wherein the region for displaying 
information in the alternatively selectable interfaces in the display is horizontally 
adjacent to the viewer window. 

37. The computer program product of claim 30, wherein the region for displaying 
information in the alternatively selectable interfaces in the display is vertically adjacent to 
the timeline. 

38. The computer program product of claim 37, wherein the region for displaying 
information in the alternatively selectable interfaces in the display is horizontally 
adjacent to the viewer window. 

39. The computer program product of claim 30, wherein the region for displaying 
information in the alternatively selectable interfaces in the display is horizontally 
adjacent to the viewer window. 

40. The computer program product of claim 30, wherein the timeline includes 
representations of clips of video, wherein each clip has a duration on the timeline, and 
wherein the graphical user interface includes trim handles for the user to select an edge of 
a clip and to perform a trim operation by dragging the edge of the clip to a desired trim 
point. 

41 . A computer program product, comprising: 

a computer readable medium storing computer program instructions for a 
computer program that facilitates editing of a motion picture using motion video data on 
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a computer, wherein the computer program, when executed by a computer provides a 
graphical user interface, comprising: 

a viewer window on a display for the computer for viewing motion video data; 
a timeline region on the display and nonoverlapping with the viewer window for 
displaying a timeline representing selections of the motion video data in a temporal order 
that specifies the motion picture; 

a first selectable interface, activated by selection by a user of a record graphical 
element on the display, wherein saving of the motion picture into a selected one of a 
plurality of output formats is initiated; 

a second selectable interface, activated by selection by a user of a capture 
graphical element on the display, wherein capture of motion video information into data 
files for use in editing the motion picture is initiated; 

a third selectable interface, activated by selection by a user of an editing graphical 
element on the display, wherein the third selectable interface includes a plurality of 
selectable, mutually exclusive, editing interfaces on the display, wherein each of the 
selectable editing interfaces is selected by user selection of one of a set of graphical 
elements associated with the selectable editing interfaces, wherein each of the selectable 
editing interfaces, when selected, displays information in a region that is nonoverlapping 
with the viewer window and with the timeline region, wherein the displayed information 
is hidden by information displayed when another of the selectable interfaces is selected, 
and wherein each of the selectable editing interfaces permits a user to perform different 
editing functions with respect to the motion picture being edited; 

wherein size and position of the viewer window is substantially unchanged by 
selection of one of the selectable interfaces; 

wherein size and position of the timeline region is substantially unchanged by 
selection of one of the selectable interfaces; and 

wherein the capture graphical element, the editing graphical element and the 
record graphical element associated with the first, second and third selectable interfaces, 
and the set of graphical elements associated with the selectable editing interfaces are 
presented in an order in the display that directs the user through creation of the motion 
picture. 
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42. The computer program product of claim 41, wherein the selectable editing interfaces 
includes an interface for enabling a user to select a clip corresponding to motion video 
data stored on the computer for placement on the timeline. 

43. The computer program product of claim 42, wherein the selectable editing interfaces 
includes an effect interface for enabling a user to specify an effect for placement on the 
timeline. 

44. The computer program product of claim 43, wherein the selectable editing interfaces 
includes a title interface for enabling a user to specify a title for placement on the 
timeline. 

45. The computer program product of claim 44, wherein the selectable editing interfaces 
includes an audio interface for enabling a user to specify audio operations on audio data 
on the timeline. 

46. The computer program product of claim 41, wherein the selectable editing interfaces 
includes an effect interface for enabling a user to specify an effect for placement on the 
timeline. 

47. The computer program product of claim 46, wherein the selectable editing interfaces 
includes a title interface for enabling a user to specify a title for placement on the 
timeline. 

48. The computer program product of claim 47, wherein the selectable editing interfaces 
includes an audio interface for enabling a user to specify audio operations on audio data 
on the timeline. 
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49. The computer program product of claim 41, wherein the selectable editing interfaces 
includes a title interface for enabling a user to specify a title for placement on the 
timeline. 

50. The computer program product of claim 50, wherein the selectable editing interfaces 
includes an audio interface for enabling a user to specify audio operations on audio data 
on the timeline. 

5 1 . The computer program product of claim 41 , wherein the selectable editing interfaces 
includes an audio interface for enabling a user to specify audio operations on audio data 
on the timeline. 



